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Luke 15: 

 
‘Lost but not forgotten’

Background & Introduction;
This chapter is amongst a series of parables told by Jesus. What is a parable? 
Wikipedia tells us:  A parable is a brief, succinct story, in prose or verse, that illustrates a moral or religious lesson. 
A more helpful explanation is this: They are stories in the Bible from the Old Testament which prophets and teachers sought to tell as vehicles for their challenges to the people of Israel (e.g. 2 Samuel 12 1-7)

Similar techniques were used by Rabbi’s in the New Testament – Jesus was one of those Rabbi’s (or teachers) Jesus adapted the techniques in order to break open and into the world view of his contemporaries and introduce the principles and his vision of God’s Kingdom. 

It wasn’t just stories he told, these were truths and things that were actually happening in that timeframe which enabled his hearers to step inside the stories and make them their own.

Here in Luke 15 we find 3 such parables. What was the point? Well we see that the passage begins with the religious and moral establishment of the day criticizing Jesus about the company he kept. The two categories they speak of – the tax collector – hated by all because they worked for the Romans and cheated the Jews. The ‘sinner’ – probably the poor and uneducated thought of as out of touch and lost.

We see elsewhere that Jesus states his intent – that he came for the sinner, the lost. 

So here he is telling stories of celebrating what was lost is now found!   In other words coming for the sinner or tax collector who repents or is ‘found’ is worth a party being thrown.
So the moral of the stories is that people were not to be accepted as they stand but they were to repent (i.e. be ‘found’) but adopting the law and coming into line with it was not sufficient – it is the following of Jesus and His way. So in actual fact it was the Pharisee and the teachers of the law were the people who these stories were clearly pointing to whereas it seems the tax collectors and sinners were there because they knew what they had to do.

Application to us:

· Modern day stories or parables are just as important in winning the lost because they can break people’s understanding open to the Kingdom of God. What stories should we be remembering and telling? What is actually happening in our ‘spheres of influence’?

WEEK 1  Sunday 12th September; Russell G speaking @ Celebration Central  

Title:


The Lost Sheep
Passage:

Luke 15: 3-7

Sheep – they are all the same! They follow, they feed, they breed and they need protection. The only difference was that one was lost and that was important. So were the tax collectors and sinners, so were you and I at one time.
The custom of the day was that the shepherd would go out and look for the lost one whilst the others were safe in the fold. It seems a risky venture to leave 99 seemingly exposed to recover one. The 99 are, however, safely penned leaving the shepherd free to pursue the one.
· Note the ‘activity’ of the shepherd in recovering the lost. He is out there until the lost one is recovered. This is God’s heart for all the world (John 3 v 16)

· The bringing home. The sheep is found and brought home on the shoulder. No scolding just warmth and a sense of security. There is joy in finding the sheep – a cause for celebration. His friends are called in for a party. 

· God’s heart is mirrored here. Jesus expresses how it is in heaven when a sinner repents.

Questions:
· Who are we looking to ‘bring home?’

· Is our heart the same as God’s? – He (the shepherd) takes the initiative and doesn’t wait for others to act.

WEEK 2  Sunday 19th September; John P speaking @ Celebration Central  

Title:


The Lost Coin
Passage:

Luke 15: 8-10

A very short parable!

It is possible that the lost coin would have been part of a dowry and therefore losing it would not only have been a financial disaster but a personal one.

It represented a tenth of her wealth. It may have been equivalent to a large sum of money.

Jesus was emphasising the value of the loss. This was also emphasising the value of the sinner.
Question: Who do we value? What value do we place on those who have not yet found Jesus or those that have fallen away?

Observe the three ways that we should work from the woman:
· Lights: we bring The Light to a situation –Jesus.

· Sweeps: We bring holiness – a new way.

· Seeks: We pursue diligently that which is lost.

WEEK 3  Sunday 26th September; Russell G speaking @ Celebration Central  

Title:


The Lost Son
Passage:

Luke 15: 11-31

This is definitely in the ‘top ten’ of known stories from the Bible and one that rings true just as much in today’s world. The story takes several turns or acts. First the boy leaves, then he returns, then come the family issues.

The way the son left was significant in the culture of the day. Asking for his inheritance would have meant dividing the estate and selling off half of that to gain the money. This would have brought great shame to the family but it was also the equivalent of saying to the father ‘I wish you were dead!’

Here we must look at the attitude of the father. We would say ‘fathers don’t act like that!’ In our culture leaving home happens routinely. But we must remember that the story Jesus is telling does not reflect the human reaction but that of the Heavenly Father. Here we see different dimensions of character that are difficult for us to fathom at times but are the very thing that will draw us to Him.

We see the son squander his fortune and end up destitute to the extent that comes to the place where he, a Jew, has to work with unclean animals and ultimately share their food. In the end he comes to his ‘senses’ and decides to return home.
Let’s now return to this remarkable father. As his son returns he runs to him. This was a lavish welcome, undignified perhaps in those who look on but great in grace. He puts on the robe, the ring the shoes – all expressive and symbolic and then the closing line ‘This my son was dead and is alive, he was lost and now is found’ - what better cause for a celebration and a party?

The other half of the story is the reaction of the older son. This is how Jesus pictures the reactions of the religious and moral establishment. They can only see the bad and are blind to the beauty of the situation.

‘This son of yours’ he has no compassion. Nor did the establishment.

I’ve been slaving for you’ he sees that the younger brother may take a further slice of the inheritance. He is jealous. The establishment were inferring that the Kingdom was limited to ‘special’ people. Of course it wasn’t.  

‘I’ve never disobeyed! ‘This is the cry of the keepers of the law. Works are everything.

In Back to church week this is a wonderful story to relate about the open heartedness of God TO ALL who return to Him.

Finally... recommended reading.
A story told to Rob Parsons who wrote ‘Bringing Home the Prodigals’: ‘In a village near here, is a large, old house. An elderly lady lives there alone and every night, as darkness falls, she puts a light on in the attic. Her son left home 25 years ago, rather like the prodigal in the parable, but she has never given up hope that one day he will come home. We all know the house well and although the bulb must occasionally need replacing, none of us have ever seen the house without a light on. It is for her son.’

