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Dear Parents

We are writing to invite your young person/people to our first Reason yearly retreat. We really feel strongly as a team that we need our young people to meet together on a regular basis so they can really form strong bonds with other Christians their own age. One way we want to do this is by taking them on a yearly retreat which at the moment will be specifically for the young people within TCF. This will be our yearly focus, above other retreat times such as Solid and Soul Survivor.

We have managed to secure a long weekend at Dolphin Court which is in the grounds of Letton Hall, a Christian Conference Centre based in Norfolk. The Reason core team leaders will attend this weekend, maybe along with some married couples from the church and we are inviting all young people and university aged young adults. If there are still spaces we will also open this to the remaining young adults in TCF who can come along as supporters and helpers.

We are really excited about this time and really want to push our young people to become great followers of Christ. We are going to make sure this weekend is full of fun, full of fellowship and full of encounters with God. However, we really need your support in this too. We know young people need the encouragement not only of their peers but their parents, so we just ask that you encourage all the young people in your household to attend this retreat. We know teenage years aren’t always the easiest for young people and it’s at this time when the decisions they make can really affect the rest of their lives. We want to see them make great decisions so they continue to follow on the best path God has for them but this isn’t just down to them and us, it’s down to you!

Details:

Date – Friday 18th February to Monday 21st February 2011.

Times – TBA.

Costing – £60, which includes accommodation and food.
Transport – We are working on transport arrangements and we will inform you of these as soon as we can, however transport will work on a first come first served basis, so if all transport spaces are filled before you can get your deposit in, you may have to arrange transport yourselves.
Payment – A deposit of £20 to be paid by October 17th 2010 and the remaining amount by 31st January 2011. Can be paid by cash or cheque into the offices at Thurrock Christian Fellowship, Chase Road.

Extra – Go karting will be available as an activity on the Saturday of the weekend. This again will be on a first come first served basis. If your young person/people wish to participate in go karting please make sure they have an extra £4 for the activity on the day.

Please sign up for this event by the following three ways:

· Use the reply form attached to this letter
· Sign up on the website www.thurrockcf.org.uk/reason-retreat-2011 
· Email Lois at loisblakey@thurrockcf.org.uk
We hope, you as parents are also excited by this event and really hope and pray that you encourage your young people in this. Please also pray with us that as we continue to plan this event God really speaks to us about what He wants to share with the young people on this weekend away and that God gives us what is needed to do that.

Thank you so much!!

God Bless,

Nicola Godward,
Reason Core Team.
Luke 5 v 52 (NIV), ‘And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.’
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