TCF Teaching Notes for MSC's

July & August 2010

The book of Ephesians

Introduction:

The book was written by the Apostle Paul to believers in the city of Ephesus in Asia Minor, now modern day Turkey.  Ephesus was a large and important city - a centre for trade & pagan worship, where Paul planted a flourishing and influential church, also making it a centre for evangelism.

Many of Paul's other letters were written to address particular problems, or areas of false teaching, among groups of believers and churches.  This is not the purpose of Ephesians.  This letter was written to expand the horizons of its readers, so they might better understand God's eternal purpose, and come to realise the high goals God has for the Church.

So this book is about a vision of the Church, and right now in 21st Century, post-modern, post-Christian Britain that is exactly what we need!  A clear and inspiring vision of what God has called the Church to be.  Also our new journey into Mission Shaped Communities will mean nothing without this clear biblical vision.

The letter opens with statements about God's blessings, wisdom, forethought and purpose.  There is an emphasis on salvation, but not only for our personal benefit.  Ultimately this salvation is to bring glory and honour to God, fulfilling His great purpose for the earth.

Having explained God's great goals for the Church (Chap 1), Paul outlines steps to their fulfillment;

- God has reconciled people, or brought them into a close relationship with himself, as an act of grace.  Something we did not deserve or earn in anyway! (Chap 2: 1-10)

- God has reconciled these saved individuals to each other, breaking down barriers through His death and bringing people into a close relationship with each other (Chap 2: 11-22)

- He has united these individuals into one body, the Church! (Chap 3: 1-6)

- It is through THIS body, the Church that He wishes to display "His manifold wisdom" to the "Rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms" (Chap 3: 7-13)

- So believers are to live out this life here on earth, allowing and expecting their practical daily life to work out the purposes of God

- God has given gifts of leadership to His Church to enable us to; 

1. Grow in unity and maturity (Chap 4: 1-16)

2. Live a new life in contrast to the old way of life without Christ  (Chap 4: 17 - Chap 6: 9)

3. And to be strong in the Lord, gaining victory in spiritual conflict, especially through prayer (Chap 6: 10-20)

We want this great vision of the Church to inspire us on our new journey, and we want to see the practical life of every believer being lived to bring about God's purposes for this community of Thurrock, especially through our new expression of MSC's.

WEEK 1  Sunday 11th July; Andy A speaking @ Celebration Central  

Title:


‘Worthy of your calling’

Passage:

Eph 4: 1-16

Key verse:
Verse 1 “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.”

Theme: 

Unity in the body of Christ - the Church

Paul has set out a vision of God’s high goals for the Church and now he wants to encourage us to live lives worthy of that purpose.  You see God has worked to reconcile us to Him, to each other and to unite us into a body fit for this very purpose.

So how do we step up to that calling?  How will we overcome our genuine differences, our misunderstandings or even fall outs, and come together to fulfill God’s purposes?

In the new context of MSC’s, where we are looking to build stronger relationships and fulfill the great missionary purpose of the Church, how can we build strong biblical community and relationships?  Very simply by applying the work of Christ through the cross and intentionally applying Scripture to our new lives and relationships!   

So here goes!  Take a look at them and talk about what they mean…  

Verse 2

“Be….”

Verse 3

“Make every effort….”




“To keep unity….”




“Bond of peace….”

Verse 11 – 13
“Reach unity”

Verse 14 – 16 
Avoiding infancy & immaturity




How should you speak the truth in love?




Growing and building itself up in love




As each part functions

WEEK 2 – Sunday 18th July; Eddie Gjoni speaking @ Celebration Central 

Title:


“What not to wear!”

Passage:

Eph 4:17-32

Key Verse: 
Verse 22-24 “You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”

Theme:
Learning to put off old ways or self, and to put on a new Christ centered life!

So in this passage Paul ‘insists’ that people change the way they live.  This seems extreme, but is it necessary for us to raise the expectation of Christ filled living within our community, and how can we do this?  (v17-19)

Paul then talks about how we should ‘put off’ the old and then ‘put on’ the new.  That seems very deliberate, doesn’t it?  Should we be more deliberate and intentional in the way we live as believers?  How do we create a community that’s encouraging but where there is a real expectation that we will intentionally live as Christ has called us to?  How do we then develop accountability in our new MSC context?  What is accountability and are you prepared to open up to new relationships, let people know the real you, and be challenged and encouraged in your walk with Christ?  (v20-24)

	Put off!

	Put on!

	Falsehood

Sinning in anger

Allowing anger to remain 

Stealing

Unwholesome talk

Bitterness

Rage

Anger 
Brawling

Slander

Malice
	Speak truthfully 

Work, doing something useful, providing things to share with those in need

Build others up

Kind

Compassionate

Forgiving


These are deliberate actions that Paul asks us to take, so they must be possible – right?  It would be good to discuss this.  There is a clear inference here that much of this is about deliberate and intentional actions, but also remember that all of this is only possible through the transforming work of grace available ‘in Christ’.
WEEK 3 – Sunday 25th July; John P speaking @ Celebration Central
Title: 


WWJD?

Passage: 

5:1-20

Key Verse:  
Verse 1 “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children” 

Theme:
Learning to imitate our ‘Father’ develops us into the people God wants us to be. 

Verse 1

Imitate! 

“Be imitators of God”
Imitate – ‘to mimic or to follow an example’; ‘to copy’  

The reality is that we are all strongly influenced by the people we are closest to, and one of the most effective methods of learning for many of us has been through ‘imitating’, or learning from the example of people around us.

Infants have a special ‘attachment’, usually to one of their parents, and this parent plays a significant role in an infant’s development.  Through this special and close bond of relationship they learn so much about how to relate to the world around them, and without that close attachment in those early stages of life and development some are hindered later in life.  

How many of us grew up wanting or trying to be like our Mum or Dad in some way?  Think of the other people you have been close to, who has played a significant role in your development as a person?  And who, as a new Christian, had someone to learn from and with?

As we grow closer to God, we will begin to imitate Him!  

Verse 1 in The Message says, “Watch what God does, and then you

do it, like children who learn proper behaviour from their parents. Mostly what God does is love you. Keep company with him and learn a 

life of love.”

Imitation is integral to discipleship.  In Acts 11:26 we see that “The

disciples were called Christians first at Antioch”.  The term ‘Christian’

had different connotations at that time, and was a term used as an

insult to believers, literally describing them as ‘Little Christ’s’.  The

believers had truly begun to learn what it was to imitate their father or

Lord.

Verse 10

Learn!

“trying to learn … ” NASB

Learning is so important for us as believers!  To gain knowledge, skills, and experience by being taught, is absolutely vital, and there seems to be (once again) an emphasis on this being very intentional and deliberate.  Learning doesn’t just happen, does it?

The NIV says, “And find out what pleases the Lord”.  

The Message puts it like this, “Figure out what will please Christ, and then do it.”

Verse 15

Understand!
“what the Lord's will is”
Understanding seems to suggest we reach a point where we now know what is required and understand how to live in it.  Where we no longer just imitate, and we are not only trying to learn, but we have begun to reach a point where we now understand the Lord’s will, and consistently do something about it.  

So what are some of the signs of this?

V15 “Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, V16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. V17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. V18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit. V19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, V20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Verse 15 - Wise living!

Verse 16 - Taking opportunities for the gospel

Verse 18 - No drunkenness

Verse 18 - Spirit filled

Verse 19 - Encouraging others

Verse 19 - A joyful life

Verse 20 – Thanksgiving flows easily

This is perhaps a point in which we now begin to teach and disciple others. You see we began by imitating others, moved on to ‘trying to learn’, and begin to reach a place of maturity where we now understand some things and are ready to help others grow as disciples!

Where would you place yourself in this process?  Are you close to God and beginning to display His character?  Are you intentionally engaged in some form of learning process and what is this?  And are you ready, willing and available to begin to disciple others?  Of course we need to realise that this is not a 3 stage process but a continual cycle of learning, so it’s perhaps worth talking about how we continually develop in all 3 areas of learning & discipleship.
